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35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



Claims 236-237 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. lOT because the disclosed invention is 
inoperative and therefore lacks utility. 

Claims 236-237: Claims 236-237 set forth an airline ticket as a binding commitment in 
which the ticket does not specify the airline carrier, departure time or flight number. While such 
a device could be converted into an airline ticket with the processing of additional data, it does 
meet either the conventional or applicant supplied definition of an airline ticket. 

Applicant defines an airline ticket on page 1, second paragraph of the specificafion as a 
device which specifies an airline and an itinerary. The conventional definition of an airline ticket 
is a contract between a passenger and an airline to provide a specified flight service. Without the 
specification of an airline, departure time or flight number, the claimed device would not 
function as an airline ticket, regardless of which definition is considered. 

The claimed device would also not be a binding commitment. The lack of specification 
of an airline means that the airline is not legally bound to the device. In addition, since the claims 
do not state that a passenger is committed to the device, a passenger may not be bound to the 
device as well. With no parties being legally bound to the device, the device is not operable as a 
binding commitment. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 144-235 and 238-289 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tagawa (U.S. Patent 5,732,398). 

Claim 144: Tagawa discloses a kiosk (FIG. 1) in which a passenger can book airline 
reservations and obtain vouchers good for airline travel. The kiosk is a processor and includes 
memory system (74), The kiosk may also communicate with external memory systems 
(Reservation Centers, as illustrated in FIG. 2A). 

FIG. 8A outlines a process in which the kiosk receives a booking from a user (block 
456). The user may specify the destination information and departure information (lines for 
entering destination and origin). The user can skip the entry of a specified airline (blocks 452 
and 454), so the airline information may not necessarily be present in the booking information. 
The system only provides information on the lowest fares available to the user (col. 15, lines 57- 
58) so the resulting fare will be discounted relative to other available fares. 

The system examines flights by querying flight databases to determine which flight best 
matches the booking (col. 15, lines 44-45) and selects at least one flight matching the booking, 
information. The user is then provided a confirmation number. 

As outlined in col. 16, lines 12-23, the user can subsequently enter the confirmation 
number into the kiosk and obtain a notice in the form of a travel voucher. FIG. 15A illustrates 
such a notice. The notice identifies the airline carrier. 

Claim 145: Col. 15, lines 33 states that the particular information described as being in 
input by the user is "preferable". This means that the preferred departure time indicated by the 
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user does not necessarily have to be entered, and is optional rather than mandatory. It is also 
observed that the user does not specify the actual departure time of a scheduled flight, since the 
user would not know this information until the system specified available flights. 

Claim 146: The booking (block 456) may specify a departure time range, such as 
"morning, "mid-day" or "evening" (col. 15, lines 35-36). 

Claim 147: The Notice identifies the flight number (FIG. 1 5 A). 

Claim 148: The notice identifies the departure time (FIG. 15A).' 

Claim 149: The notice is in the form of a voucher (FIG. 15 A). 

Claim 150: The kiosk includes a processor which is configured to issue a confirmation 
number. Column 15, line 66 describes this as electronic ticketing. 
Claim 151: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 152: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 153: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 154: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 155: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 156: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 157: See remarks for claim 150. 

Claim 158: See remarks for claims 144. Also note that col. 15, lines 35-36 identify time 
ranges, such as "morning", "afternoon" and "evening". 
Claim 159: See remarks for claim 147, 
Claim 160: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 161: See remarks for claim 149. 
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Claim 162: See remarks for claim 1 50. 
Claim 163: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 164: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 165: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 166: See remarks for claim 1 49. 
Claim 167: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 168: See remarks for claim 158. 
Claim 169: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 170: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 171: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 172: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 173: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 174: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 175: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 176: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 177: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 178: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 179: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 180: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 181: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 182: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 183: See remarks for claim 146. 
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m 184: See remarks for claim 147. 



m 185: See remarks for claim 148. 



m 186: See remarks for claim 149. 



m 187: See remarks for claim 150. 



m 188: See remarks for claim 158. 



m 189: See remarks for claim 147. 



m 190: See remarks for claim 148. 



m 191: See remarks for claim 149. 



m 192: See remarks for claim 150. 



m 193: See remarks for claim 158. 



m 194: See remarks for claim 147. 



m 195: See remarks for claim 148. 



m 196: See remarks for claim 149. 



m 197: See remarks for claim 150. 



m 198: See remarks for claim 1 58. 



m 199: See remarks for claim 1 47. 



m 200: See remarks for claim 148. 



m 201: See remarks for claim 149. 



m 202: See remarks for claim 150. 



m 203: See remarks for claim 158. 



m 204: See remarks for claim 149. 



m 205: See remarks for claim 1 50. 



Application/Control Number: 09/5 1 8,495 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2175 

Claim 206: The kiosk (FIG. 1) of Tagawa receives from a user a . booking (FIG. 8 A, block 
456) which is an offer to purchase an airline ticket. The information in the offer includes the 
specified destination and departure locations (destination and origin data) on a specified date. 
The specification of airline identity can be skipped (blocks 452 and 454). 

The kiosk then sends a query to airline inventory databases and returns flights that meet 
the user's specification. The user then books a flight having a specific price, which makes the 
price of the ticket user specified. 

A notice in the form of a voucher is output to the user, which includes the flight number, 
departure time, departure date and airline identity. 

Claim 207: The offer is received from a kiosk in an on-line connection to a network 
(FIGS. 2A or 2B). 

Claim 208: The kiosk includes a telephone handset (34), which makes the kiosk an 
interactive voice response unit. 

Claim 209: The offer is guaranteed for by a credit card (reference numeral 36 in FIG 2B; 
col, 15, line 62). 

Claim 210: See remarks for claim 149. 

Claim 211: See remarks for claim 150. 

Claim 212: See remarks for claim 144. 

Claim 213: See remarks for claim 145. 

Claim 214: See remarks for claim 1 46. 

Claim 215: See remarks for claim 147. 

Claim 216: See remarks for claim 148. 
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Claim 217: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 218: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 219: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 220: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 221 : See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 222: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 223: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 224: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 225: See remarks for claim 150. 
Clam 226: See remarks for claim 158. 
Claim 227: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 228: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 229: See remarks for claim 1 49. 
Claim 230: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 231: See remarks for claim 158. 
Claim 232: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 233: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 234: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 235: See remarks for claim 150. 

Claim 238: FIG. 2C illustrates a memory system (122) which contain data on flights 
available and their available fares. The fare is made available by providing the user a data input 
screen (456 in FIG. 8A) allowing the user to enter flight destination and timing data. The user 
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does not need to reveal or identify an airline carrier (step 452) and this step can be skipped. Entry 
of the data at screen (456) creates a booking for airline carriage. The user can be out a 
confirmation. number which can be further converted into a notice or voucher for the flight (FIG. 
15 A). 

Claim 239: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 240: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 241: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 242: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 243: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 244: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 245: See remarks for claim 238. 
Claim 246: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 247: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 248: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 249: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 250: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 251: See remarks for claim 150. 

Claim 252: See remarks for claim 238. Note that in screen (456), a user can further 
specify a date of travel. 

Claim 253: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 254: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 255: See remarks for claim 147. 
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Claim 256: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 257: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 258: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 259: See remarks for claim 206. 
Claim 260: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 261: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 262: See remarks for claim 207. 
Claim 263: See remarks for claim 208. 
Claim 264: See remarks for claim 209. 
Claim 265: See remarks for claim 206. 
Claim 266: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 267: See remarks for claim 1 50. 
Claim 268: See remarks for claim 207. 
Claim 269: See remarks for claim 208, 
Claim 270: See remarks for claim 209. 
Claim 271: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 272: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 273: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 274: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 275: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 276: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 277: See remarks for claim 1 50. 
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Claim 278: See remarks for claim 144. 
Claim 279: See remarks for claim 145. 
Claim 280: See remarks for claim 146. 
Claim 281: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 282: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 283: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 284: See remarks for claim 150. 
Claim 285: See remarks for claim 1 58. 
Claim 286: See remarks for claim 147. 
Claim 287: See remarks for claim 148. 
Claim 288: See remarks for claim 149. 
Claim 289: See remarks for claim 150. 



This office action is not made final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (703) 306-5626. 

Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2175 




